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DETAILED ACTION 



1. This application has been reviewed Original claims 1-48 are pending. The objections 
and rejections cited are as stated below: 



2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 



Claims 1-13, 16-23, 25-32, 41, 42, 44-48 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Demoff et al. (United States Patent Number 6,456,984 Bl). 



charge numbers using an electronic communications network, comprising: 

detecting, by a charge number issuing system, a request by a user via the electronic 

communications network for a valid charge number (abstract; fig. 8; col. 3, lines 35-37); 

selecting, by the issuing system, one of a plurality of valid charge numbers (abstract; fig. 

8; col. 3, lines 37-47); and 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



Claims 1 and 26: 



Demoff et al disclose a method and corresponding system of issuing 



Application/Control Number: 09/662,222 Page 3 

Art Unit: 3624 

providing, by the issuing system via the electronic communications network, the selected 
valid charge number in response to the request (abstract; fig. 8; col 2, lines 19-21, 39). 

Claims 2 and 27: Demoff et al. disclose the method of claim 1 and corresponding system, 
wherein the providing the selected valid charge to number by the issuing system comprises 
providing the selected valid charge number to the user (abstract; fig. 1; col. 2, lines 19-21, 37- 
40). 

Claims 3 and 28: Demoff et al. disclose the method of claim 1 and corresponding system, 
wherein the providing the selected valid charge number by the issuing system comprises 
providing the selected valid charge number to the user via a telephonic network (abstract; fig. 1 ; 
col. 2, lines 37-40). 

Claims 4 and 29: Demoff et al. disclose the method of claim 2 and corresponding system, 
wherein the detecting a request comprises detecting an online purchase transaction between an 
online merchant and the user via a computer communications network (abstract; col. 2, lines 10- 
11,37-40). 

Claim 5: Demoff et al. disclose the method of claim 1, further comprising: 

detecting a request comprises detecting, by the issuing system, an online to purchase 
transaction between an online merchant and the user via a computer communications network 
(abstract; fig. 8; col. 2, lines 37-40); and 
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providing the selected valid charge number by the issuing system comprises providing 
the selected valid charge number to the online merchant via the computer communications 
network (abstract; fig. 8; col. 2, lines 37-40). 

Claims 6 and 30: Demoff et al. disclose the method of claim 1, further comprising: 

receiving, by the issuing system, the plurality of valid charge numbers from an issuing 

bank (abstract; col. 3, lines 38-40); and 

storing, by the issuing system, the plurality of valid charge numbers (abstract). 

Claims 7 and 3 1 : Demoff et al. disclose the method of claim 1 and corresponding system, 
further comprising: 

detecting, by the issuing system via a charge settlement network, the selected valid 
charge number used to consummate a purchase transaction (abstract; col. 3, lines 48-58); and 

expiring, by the issuing system, the selected one of the plurality of valid charge numbers 
employed to consummate the purchase transaction (abstract; col. 3, lines 48-58). 

Claims 8 and 32: Demoff et al. disclose the method of claim 1 and corresponding system, 
further comprising: 

providing, by the issuing system, a plurality of valid charge numbers via the electronic 
communications network (abstract; col. 3, lines 48-58); 

detecting, by the issuing system, a plurality of provided valid charge numbers used- to 
consummate a corresponding plurality of purchase transactions (abstract; col 3, lines 48-58); and 
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expiring, by the issuing system, each of the plurality of provided valid charge numbers 
used to consummate the plurality of purchase transactions (abstract; col. 3, lines 48-58). 

Claim 9: Demoff et al. disclose the method of claim 1, further comprising: clearing, by a 
merchant, a purchase transaction via a charge settlement network (fig. 7; col. 5, lines 6-31). 

Claim 10: Demoff et al. disclose the method of claim 9, further comprising: settling, by a 
merchant processor associated with the merchant, the purchase transaction through the charge 
settlement network (fig. 7; col. 5, lines 6-31). 

Claim 11: Demoff et al. disclose the method of claim 10, further comprising: deducting, by 
the merchant processor, a merchant discount for the merchant (fig. 5). 

Claim 12: Demoff et al. disclose the method of claim 9, further comprising: routing, by a 
switch network of the charge settlement network, the selected one of the plurality of valid charge 
numbers to a predetermined processor for the plurality of valid charge numbers (fig. 1, 8; col. 2, 
lines 37-40). 

Claim 13: Demoff et al disclose the method of claim 12, further comprising: 

pre-certifying, by an issuing bank, the issuing system as processor for the plurality of 
valid charge numbers (abstract; fig. 1, 4-8; col. 3, lines 37-47); and 
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the routing by the switch network comprising routing the selected one of the plurality of 
valid charge numbers to the issuing system (abstract; fig. 8; col. 3, lines 37-47) . 



Claim 16: Demoff et al. disclose the method of claim 1, further comprising: 

clearing, by a merchant via a charge settlement network, the selected valid charge 

number employed to consummate a purchase transaction (abstract; col. 4, lines 38-53); 

routing, by the charge settlement network, purchase transaction information including the 

selected valid charge number to the issuing system (abstract; col. 4, lines 38-53); and 

processing, by the issuing system, the purchase transaction information (abstract; col. 4, 

lines 38-53). 



Claim 17: Demoff et al. disclose the method of claim 16, wherein the processing by the 
issuing system further comprises: verifying, by the issuing system, a charge number received via 
the charge settlement network with the selected valid charge number (abstract; col. 4, lines 38- 
53). 



Claims 18, 35 and 36: Demoff et al. disclose the method of claim 17 and corresponding system, 
further comprising: 

generating, by the issuing system, a valid expiration date corresponding to the 
selected valid charge number (col. 3, lines 36-40); 
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providing, by the issuing system via the electronic communications network, the 
corresponding valid expiration date with the selected valid charge number (col. 4, lines 45-51); 
and 

processing by the issuing system further comprising verifying an expiration date received 
via the charge settlement network with the corresponding valid expiration date (col. 3, lines 36- 
40). 

Claim 19: Demoff et al. disclose the method of claim 16, wherein the processing by the 
issuing system further comprises: comparing, by the issuing system, a purchase amount received 
via the charge settlement network with a corresponding cash balance (col. 3, lines 36-40). 

Claim 20: Demoff et al. disclose the method of claim 16, further comprising: authorizing 
and settling, by the issuing system, the purchase transaction (col. 3, lines 36-40). 

Claim 21 : Demoff et al. disclose the method of claim 16, further comprising: 

authorizing and settling, by the issuing system, a plurality of purchase transactions, each 
associated with a corresponding one of the plurality of valid charge numbers (fig. 8; col. 6, lines 
59-63); and 

sending, by the issuing system, a plurality of settled purchase transactions to a to 
sponsoring bank via an automated clearing house (ACH) batch transfer (fig. 8; col. 6, lines 46- 
48). 
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Claim 22: Demoff et al. disclose the method of claim 21, further comprising: settling, by the 
sponsoring bank, the plurality of purchase transactions (abstract; fig. 8; col. 6, lines 46-48). 

Claims 23 and 38: Demoff et al. disclose the method of claim 1 and corresponding system, 
further comprising: 

detecting a request comprises detecting, by the issuing system, an online purchase 
transaction between an online merchant and the user via a computer communications 
network( abstract; fig. 8; col. 2, lines 37-40) ; and 

establishing, by the issuing system, an electronic mail account that enables 
communication between the online merchant and the user via the computer communications 
network (fig. 4-6). 

Claims 25 and 41 : The method of claim 1 and corresponding system, further comprising: 
generating, by the issuing system, a valid expiration date for the selected valid charge 

number (col. 3, lines 36-40); and 

providing, by the issuing system via the electronic communications network, the valid 

expiration date with the selected valid charge number (col. 4, lines 45-51) . 

Claim 37: Demoff et al. disclose the charge number issuing system of claim 3 1 , wherein the 
charge settlement network comprises an electronic funds transfer (EFT) network (fig. 8; col. 6, 
lines 46-48). 
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Claim 42: A Demoff et al. disclose a charge number issuing and processing system for 
issuing valid charge numbers via a electronic communications network and for processing the 
valid charge numbers via a charge settlement network, comprising: 
an issuing system (fig. 1), comprising: 

a storage device that stores a plurality of valid charge numbers (fig. 1; col. 4, line 22); 

a communication system for coupling to and enabling communications with the 
electronic communications network (fig. 1); 

a transaction system, coupled to the storage device and the communication system, that 
detects requests for charge numbers via the electronic communications network and that provides 
a selected one of the plurality of valid charge numbers via the electronic communications 
network in response to the request (abstract; figs. 1 and 8; col. 3, lines 35-37); and 

a processor system, coupled to the transaction system, for coupling to and enabling 
communications with the charge settlement network (fig. 1); and 

a switch network, for coupling to the charge settlement network, that routes any of the 
plurality of valid charge numbers entered into the charge settlement network to the issuing 
system for processing (fig. 1). 

Claim 44: Demoff et al. disclose the charge number issuing and processing system of claim 
42, further comprising: 

the storage device storing an expired charge number database that stores valid charge numbers 
that have been utilized to consummate a single purchase transaction (fig. 1). 
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Claim 47: Demoff et al. disclose the charge number issuing and processing system of claim 
42, further comprising: 

the transaction system generating a valid expiration date to correspond with the selected 
valid charge number and providing the corresponding valid expiration date with the selected 
valid charge number via the electronic communications network (col. 3, lines 36-40); and 

the transaction system configured to authorize a purchase transaction submitted for 
authorization via the charge settlement network if a charge number received by the processing 
system is the same as the selected valid charge number and if an expiration date received by the 
processing system is the same as the corresponding valid expiration date (fig. 1; col. 3, lines 36- 
40; col. 4, lines 45-51). 

Claim 48: Demoff et al. disclose the charge number issuing and processing system of claim 
42, wherein the communication system further comprises: 

a computer network communications system for interfacing a computer communications 
network (fig. 1); and 

a telephonic communications system for interfacing a telephonic network (fig. 1). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
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having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 14, 15, 33, 34 and 43 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Demoff et al. (United States Patent Number 6,456,984 Bl). 

Claims 14 and 33: Demoff et al. teach the method and corresponding system of establishing, 
by the issuing system, an account for the user ('984: col. 2, line 53); detecting, by the issuing 
system via a charge settlement network, a purchase transaction using the selected valid charge 
number between the user and a merchant ('984: abstract; col. 3, lines 48-58); and authorizing, by 
the issuing system, the purchase transaction if a cash balance of the prepaid cash account is 
sufficient for a purchase amount of the purchase transaction ('984: abstract; col. 3, lines 48-58). 
However, Demoff et al. did not specifically disclose a prepaid cash account. 

The Examiner takes Official Notice that a prepaid cash account is a charge account is 
well know and old in the art. It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art to 
use a prepaid cash account interchangeably with a charge account because when a charge 
account has a position balance, it becomes a prepaid account. 

Claims 15 and 34: The method of claim 14 and corresponding system, wherein the 
authorizing comprises returning, by the issuing system, authorization information via the charge 
settlement network ('984: col. 6, lines 59-61). 

Claim 43: Demoff et al. teach the storage device storing an accounts database including at 
least one account and the transaction system configured to authorize a purchase transaction 
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submitted for authorization via the charge settlement network with a selected one of the plurality 
of valid charge numbers if a cash balance in a prepaid cash account is sufficient to cover a 
purchase amount of the purchase transaction ('984: fig. 1; col. 3, lines 36-40; col 4, lines 45-51). 
However, Demoff et al. did not specifically disclose a prepaid cash account. 

The Examiner takes Official Notice that a prepaid cash account is a charge account is 
well know and old in the art. It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art to 
use a prepaid cash account interchangeably with a charge account because when a charge 
account has a position balance, it becomes a prepaid account. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 24, 39, 40, 45 and 46 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Demoff et al. (United States Patent Number 6,456,984 Bl) in view of Cohen et al. (United 
States Patent Number 6,505,171 Bl). 

Claims 24, 39 and 40: Demoff et al. teach the method of claim 23 and corresponding system 
('984: abstract). However, DemofF et al. failed tot teach generating, by the issuing system, an 
email address linked to a prepaid cash account associated with the user; and providing, by the 
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issuing system, the email address to the online merchant during the purchase transaction. Cohen 
et al. teach generating, by the issuing system, an email address linked to a prepaid cash account 
associated with the user (' 171 : col. 3, lines 31-50); and providing, by the issuing system, the 
email address to the online merchant during the purchase transaction (' 171 : fig. 9; col. 10, line 
7). It would have obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Demoff et al's invention to 
include an email feature. One of ordinary skill in the art is motivated to do this because it is the 
easiest way of communication when conducting transactions electronically. 

Claim 45: Demoff et al. teach the charge number issuing and processing system of claim 42 
('984: abstract). However, Demoff et al. failed to teach an electronic mail system, coupled to the 
transaction system and the storage to device, that enables email communication with online 
merchants that conduct online purchase transactions via the electronic communications network. 
Cohen et al. teach an electronic mail system, coupled to the transaction system and the storage to 
device, that enables email communication with online merchants that conduct online purchase 
transactions via the electronic communications network ('171: fig. 9; col. 9, lines 65-67; col. 10, 
lines 1-8). It would have obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Demoff et al's 
invention to include an email feature. One of ordinary skill in the art is motivated to do this 
because it is the easiest way of communication when conducting transactions electronically. 

Claim 46: Demoff et al. teach the charge number issuing and processing system of claim 45 
('984: abstract). However, Demoff et al. failed to teach an email processor, coupled to the 
transaction system, that generates an email addresses; and an email database, stored by the 
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storage device, that stores the generated email addresses. Cohen et al teach an email processor, 
coupled to the transaction system, that generates an email addresses (' 171 : fig. 9; col. 9, lines 65- 
67; col. 10, lines 1-8) ; and an email database, stored by the storage device, that stores the 
generated email addresses ('171: fig. 9; col. 9, lines 65-67; col. 10, lines 1-8). It would have 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Demoff et al's invention to include an email 
feature. One of ordinary skill in the art is motivated to do this because it is the easiest way of 
communication when conducting transactions electronically. 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. USPN 6,000,832, USPN 6,014,650, USPN 6,324,526 Bl, USPN 6,351,739 Bl, 
USPN 6,520,409 Bl, USPN 6,609,1 13 Bl and JP410149396A are cited of interest. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sally Shih whose telephone number is 703-305-8550. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Flexible Schedule. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vincent Millin can be reached on 703-308-1065. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308-1 113. 
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